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About the Book

Camille Delaney returns with another investigation --- and this time it?s personal.

Shackled to her bed against the pleas of the medical staff, Charli Zhao gives birth to a beautiful daughter she names 

Willow. Charli had been transported to the hospital from prison, where she is serving time for a crime she didn?t 

commit. Within hours of the birth, the unthinkable happens: the newborn is abducted, leaving Charli devastated and 

wondering if she?ll ever find her child, even after she gets free.

Attorney Camille Delaney isn?t used to the inside of women?s prisons --- she works in courtrooms. But when a local 

legal aid group recruits her to help with a case on the inside, she feels drawn to these women?s stories. They are often so 

similar --- a lifetime of trauma culminating in the heartbreaking and often permanent loss of custody of their children, 

even after they?ve served their time and gotten clean.

When Camille meets Charli, it?s been years since Willow was abducted, and the case has gone cold. But there?s 

something about Charli?s story --- and Charli herself --- that Camille can?t refuse. With the help of her trusted friend and 

private investigator, Trish Seaholm, Camille begins a dogged pursuit to find Charli?s daughter and bring the man who 

framed Charli to justice.

As Camille?s quest for the truth takes her team from Seattle to the San Juan Islands to the mountains of Olympic 

National Park, she must reckon with a system that routinely dismisses the rights of convicted mothers --- and has their 

children pay the price.

Discussion Guide

1. This is a work of fiction but very much illustrates the challenges of women, especially pregnant women and mothers, 
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in prison. What did you learn about women in prison that you didn?t know before?

2. Did this book change the way you think about incarcerated mothers?

3. Why do you think Camille was compelled to take on Charli?s case?

4. There?s quite a big twist at the end of the story that unites Charli and Camille. Did you see that coming?

Author Bio

Amanda DuBois started her career as a registered nurse before becoming a lawyer. She has practiced in the areas of 

medical malpractice and family law. She founded the DuBois Cary Law Group in Seattle, Washington, where she is 

actively engaged in litigation, and Civil Survival Project, an organization that teaches advocacy skills to formerly 

incarcerated individuals. Amanda serves on several boards that support social justice and women?s issues.

Her most recent passion is funding her Full Circle Scholarship, which provides tuition assistance at her alma mater, 

Seattle University School of Law. This scholarship is specifically granted to students whose lives have been impacted by 

the criminal legal system. All of the author?s profits from your book purchase will be donated to the Full Circle 

Scholarship and social justice organizations.

Critical Praise

?A compelling mystery/thriller with a social conscience.?
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