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About the Book

A dozen women join a secret 1850s Arctic expedition --- and a sensational murder trial unfolds when some of 

them don't come back.

Eccentric Lady Jane Franklin makes an outlandish offer to adventurer Virginia Reeve: take a dozen women, trek into the 

Arctic and find her husband's lost expedition. Four parties have failed to find him, and Lady Franklin wants a radical 

new approach: put the women in charge.

A year later, Virginia stands trial for murder. Survivors of the expedition willing to publicly support her sit in the front 

row. There are only five. What happened out there on the ice?

Set against the unforgiving backdrop of one of the world's most inhospitable locations, USA Today bestselling author 

Greer Macallister uses the true story of Lady Jane Franklin's tireless attempts to find her husband's lost expedition as a 

jumping-off point to spin a tale of bravery, intrigue, perseverance and hope.

Discussion Guide

1. Virginia frequently finds herself caught up in reflections on the past. Do you think her relationship to the past is 

healthy? How have you dealt with difficult memories?

2. What were your impressions of Virginia?s defense attorneys? Do you think she should have testified?

3. Lady Franklin chooses Virginia to lead the expedition partly because of Virginia?s experience leading groups of 

people. How does she demonstrate this leadership? Is it enough for the journey at hand?
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4. What is the source of Ebba?s regard for Virginia? Why does she decide to follow her after essentially being told to 

stay home?

5. Virginia wonders several times which group is luckier: the ones who came back or the ones who didn?t. In her place, 

would you struggle to decide? Who do you think the lucky ones are?

6. Which of the varied crew did you find the most interesting? Who did you think presented the greatest danger to the 

mission as a whole?

7. How did you feel about Virginia and Caprice?s early interactions? Did you agree with Virginia?s decisions to let 

things slide, expecting Caprice to eventually fall in line? How would the story have changed if she pursued the conflicts 

sooner or more thoroughly?

8. What do you see as the final danger the expedition encountered? Which roadblock ensured that they would never, as a 

whole, come back safe and sound? Were there any missed opportunities that could have prevented disaster?

9. When the women?s party divided, whose choice made the most sense to you? Who surprised you the most? Did you 

think any of them chose wrong?

10. In her musings, Virginia makes a distinction between serving as a guide in unsettled land and being a ?true explorer.? 

What challenges separate these two similar endeavors? Which would you rather do?

11. At the beginning of the story, would you have expected Caprice?s actions in the crevasse? What changed for her?

12. Virginia thinks, ?They would go home failures, yes. But they would go home.? What do you think of this 

assessment? What does it mean to fail?

Author Bio

Raised in the Midwest, Greer Macallister is a novelist, poet, short story writer and playwright who earned her MFA in 

Creative Writing from American University. Her debut novel, THE MAGICIAN'S LIE, was a USA Today bestseller, an 

Indie Next pick and a Target Book Club selection. It has been optioned for film by Jessica Chastain's Freckle Films. Her 

novel, GIRL IN DISGUISE, also an Indie Next pick, received a starred review from Publishers Weekly, which called it 

?a well-told, superb story.? She lives with her family in Washington, DC.
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