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About the Book

Reina and Constancia Agüero are Cuban sisters who have been estranged for thirty years. Reina--tall, darkly beautiful, 

and magnetically sexual--still lives in her homeland. Once a devoted daughter of la revoluci?n, she now basks in the 

glow of her many admiring suitors, believing only in what she can grasp with her five senses. The pale and very petite 

Constancia lives in the United States, a beauty expert who sees miracles and portents wherever she looks. After she and 

her husband retire to Miami, she becomes haunted by the memory of her parents and the unexplained death of her 

beloved mother so long ago.

Told in the stirring voices of their parents, their daughters, and themselves, The Agüero Sisters tells a mesmerizing story 

about the power of myth to mask, transform, and finally, reveal the truth--as two women move toward an uncertain, long 

awaited reunion.

Discussion Guide

1. Why do you think Garcia chose to write this book using several voices and perspectives? With which characters do 

you most closely identify? Do you think this use of multiple narrators interrupts the flow of the story or enriches it?

2.How do you think the Agüero sisters' feelings about their own childhood and their parents have affected their 

relationships with their husbands, their own children, and each other? What things do the sisters have in common? What 

sets them apart from each other?

3. How would you compare and contrast the different styles of femininity displayed by the two sisters in this story?

4.Why do you think Ignacio Agüero killed his wife? How do his lies about that event affect his children?
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5.When they were children, Reina tried to tell Constancia what she had learned about the death of their mother but 

Constancia steadfastly refused to listen. Why do you think she so desperately needed to believe her father's version of 

that event?

6.One reviewer wrote, "Blanca betrays her husband, but he is so much under her spell that only by killing her can he 

break free." Do you agree with this interpretation of the events that led to Blanca's death?

7.Each sister seemed to be loyal to only one parent. Why do you think this was the case? How were allegiances formed 

within the Agüero family? What allegiances exist within your own family? Are you closer to one parent or another? 

How about your own siblings? Are they closer to one parent or another?

8.Which of the two sisters do you see as more dominant--Reina or Constancia? Does that change after their final, 

physical confrontation?

9.Why do you think Reina has made herself the keeper of her father's books and specimens? Her lover has asked her to 

clear these relics from their love nest but she has refused. Why?

10.Why do you think Constancia wakes up looking exactly like her own mother? What affect does this have on her and, 

later, on Reina?

11.Much of this story focuses on family themes and the bitter schism that exists between members of the same family. 

Have you ever experienced similar divisiveness in your own family or observed it in other families? If so, how have you 

dealt with those divisions?

12.What surprised you most about Garcia's depiction of life in Cuba and among the exile community in Florida?

13.The Agüero Sisters focuses on the difficulties that arise when confronting the truth. Have you ever found yourself in 

a situation where you've had to confront a difficult truth? How do you go about letting go of an old reality in favor of a 

newer truth?

14. What's the difference between Garcia's presentation of male versus female characters? Do you see Garcia's male 

characters as fully developed individuals?

15. What role does mysticism play in the lives of both Constancia and Reina?

16. Why do you think Reina takes her father's twelve-gauge shotgun and tosses it into the sea? Reina walked away from 

an opportunity to defect from Cuba in the mid-1980s. Why do you think she changed her mind and decided to leave the 

country in the early '90s?

17. Why do you think Heberto decided to join a revolutionary group planning another invasion of Cuba? What does 

Constancia think of his decision?



18. What motivates Silvestre to kill Gonzalo? 19. What do you think goes through Constancia's mind as she finally reads 

her father's diary and receives confirmation of Reina's story about the death of their mother?  

Author Bio

Cristina Garcia was born in Havana and grew up in New York City. Her first novel, Dreaming in Cuban, was 

nominated for a National Book Award and has been widely translated. Ms. Garcia has been a Guggenheim Fellow, a 

Hodder Fellow at Princeton University, and the recipient of a Whiting Writers' Award. She lives in California with her 

daughter, Pilar.

Critical Praise

"This is no paint-by-numbers allegory. Garcia's characters are three-dimensional and her novel is filled with rich and 

compelling detail. "
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