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About the Book

The New York Times bestselling author of the Maisie Dobbs series offers a deeply personal memoir of her Kentish 

childhood and her family?s resilience in the face of war and privation.  

 

After 16 novels, Jacqueline Winspear has taken the bold step of turning to memoir, revealing the hardships and joys of 

her family history. Both shockingly frank and deftly restrained, her story tackles the difficult, poignant and fascinating 

family accounts of her paternal grandfather?s shellshock; her mother?s evacuation from London during the Blitz; her 

soft-spoken animal-loving father?s torturous assignment to an explosives team during WWII; her parents? years living 

with Romany Gypsies; and Winspear?s own childhood picking hops and fruit on farms in rural Kent, capturing her ties 

to the land and her dream of being a writer at its very inception.

 

An eye-opening and heartfelt portrayal of a post-War England we rarely see, THIS TIME NEXT YEAR WE'LL BE 

LAUGHING is the story of a childhood in the English countryside, of working class indomitability and family secrets, 

of artistic inspiration and the price of memory.

Discussion Guide

1. In your opinion, how much of this memoir is Jacqueline Winspear?s own story, and how much is it her parents?? Is 

she offering anecdotes from her parents? lives in order to contextualize her own life story, or because they have become

her own life story --- or both? If you were to write a memoir about your own life, how much about your own family, 

good and bad, would you include?

2. On memoir, Winspear says, ?We don?t just look back at an event in our past; we are remembering the memory of 

what happened.? What do you think she means by that? Is that how you would describe memoir? How are memory, 
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memoir and history similar or different?

3. Winspear?s hop-harvesting childhood in the 1950s and 1960s was spent largely in the Kentish countryside, where she 

lived in a medieval cottage with no bathroom and where she worked with migratory laborers whose ancestors had been 

coming to Kent for seasonal harvests for generations. To what degree do you think this lifestyle has vanished? Do you 

think children born today will see as much profound social and lifestyle change in 60 years?

4. In several episodes from her childhood, Winspear describes being profoundly affected by things she learned about 

women who lived in her neighborhood; in several cases, she recollects that their stories pointed her toward novels she 

would later write. Do you have personal memories like this from your childhood --- people who you might not have 

known well, but whom you still think about decades later because of something they said or did, or who affected the way 

you think or live your life?

5. The title of the book comes from Winspear?s father?s oft-repeated saying during hard times, ?This time next year 

we?ll be laughing.? Do you relate to that phrase? Were there particular examples of perseverance during hard times in 

the book that resonated with you? Do you or does someone in your family have a maxim that you look to for 

reassurance?

6. What do you think of Winspear?s relationship with her mother? Was she a good mother? Is it fair to ever label a 

woman a ?good? or ?bad? mother? What about Winspear?s father?

7. The theme of war-era PTSD runs through the personal stories of both sides of Jacqueline Winspear?s family, and she 

discusses the scientifically proven theory that traumas can be hereditary. Is her family story a very British one? Or are 

there comparable or analogous American stories about the ?Greatest Generation? or the generation born between the two 

World Wars?

8. In addition to trauma-related PTSD, Winspear broaches the little-discussed phenomenon of secondary PTSD --- the 

physical and mental toll endured by first responders, social workers and historians of the traumatic experiences of others. 

In extreme cases, scholars and writers have suffered even more severe repercussions from their work than the ones 

Winspear frankly describes --- even death. What is your opinion about the cost of historical preservation and education? 

Do historians and writers have an obligation to push themselves out of their own comfort zones, even at a high physical 

and psychological price? Is ?safe? history possible? If it is not, how do we determine a reasonable human price to pay in 

order to tell the truth?

Author Bio



Jacqueline Winspear is the author of the New York Times bestsellers THE CONSEQUENCES OF FEAR, THE 

AMERICAN AGENT and TO DIE BUT ONCE, as well as 15 other bestselling Maisie Dobbs novels, and THE CARE 

AND MANAGEMENT OF LIES, a Dayton Literary Peace Prize finalist. Jacqueline has also published two nonfiction 

books: WHAT WOULD MAISIE DO? and a memoir, THIS TIME NEXT YEAR WE'LL BE LAUGHING. Originally 

from the United Kingdom, she divides her time between California and the Pacific Northwest.
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