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About the Book

With clarity, sensitivity, and striking authenticity, Eliza Minot adeptly captures the voice of a vibrant, intelligent child 

swept into a sea of sorrow and confusion in The Tiny One.

Via Mahoney Revere is eight years old when her mother is killed in a car accident. Confused by anguish, bewildered by 

her mother's absence, and mystified by the notion of death itself, Via retells the day of her mother's death in minute 

detail, trying to discern the crack in the world through which her mother must have slipped. She takes us through the 

seemingly ordinary moments of her day, from a cold-cereal breakfast to math class, when she is called to the principal's 

office to hear the news. Every small event of the tragic day calls up earlier memories from Via's young life, resulting in a 

beautifully patterned portrait of a comfortable childhood guarded by a warm and loving mother. Via attempts to grasp 

"how something so big could fit into such a little thing as a day."

Discussion Guide

1. Given the subject matter, one might assume The Tiny One to be a dark book indeed. Yet Minot's novel teems with 

joy, and leaves the reader uplifted. How does the author accomplish this effect?

2. Charlotte Brontë once wrote: "Children can feel, but they cannot analyze their feelings." How does The Tiny One

support this idea? How does it defy it?

3. Perhaps the most remarkable aspect of The Tiny One is Eliza Minot's uncanny rendering of a childhood. With 

breathtaking accuracy, she evokes Via's fascination with the human body; her daily experience of profound heartbreak, 

confusion, and joy; the random surges of energy; her unabashed love for her family. Of Via's many thoughts and 

feelings, which are the most startling?
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4. Why do you suppose the first and one of the last chapters of the book are told in the third person, whereas all of the 

information in between is told directly from Via's point of view? How does this technique affect the experience of the 

story?

5. A review of The Tiny One described Minot as having "a sorceress's ability to perceive the emotional spirits trapped 

in nature"(Christopher Lehmann-Haupt, The New York Times). How does Via's experience of the natural world restore 

her connection to her mother?

6. Via's family is a large and loving one, from her brothers Cy and Pete to the seven Revere cats. Though The Tiny One

focuses on Via's experience, we are privy to other family members' grief, particularly in the beginning and end of the 

novel. How does Via respond to her father's pain? To her sister Marly's? How does the family respond to Via as she 

grapples with her mother's death?

7. Via's thoughts lead her to recollect earlier experiences with death (the discovery of Cinder on the train tracks) and 

with illness (Mr. Emerson's sickness). How do these memories help her to understand the loss of her mother?

8. Perhaps the greatest--and most lasting--gift a parent offers a child is the knowledge that he or she is wonderfully 

unique. How does Mum make Via feel special? How does the act of remembering these moments keep Mum "alive"?

9. In a conversation with her mother about saints, Via asks whether or not Jesus is a saint. When Mum responds, "He's 

the son of God," Via presses the point, and is asked by her mother to find out at Sunday school. Why is it important for 

Via to remember this story?

10. Eliza Minot presents the actual moment that Via learns of her mother's death in chapter eighteen. Why does she 

choose the end of the novel for this scene?

11. Like all children, Via Revere observes the world in all its less flattering moments. With humor and frightening 

accuracy, she describes a teacher's bad breath, the static electricity fuzzing a fellow student's hair "like tentacles of a sea 

animal." How does Minot's depiction of this wonder add to the book's realism? How does it lend the material a life-

affirming effect?

12. "Things look farther now," says Via. "I don't feel like myself but at the same time I feel like me. I'm older now." The 

death of a parent is one of the most transformative events of an individual's life--whether the bereaved is a child or an 

adult. How cognizant of this fact is Via at the beginning of the novel? At the end?

 

Author Bio

Eliza Minot was born in Beverly, Massachusetts. She lives in New York with her husband. The Tiny One is her first 

novel.



Critical Praise

"A shining poetic evocation of a child's experience of the loss of her mother."
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