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About the Book

The year is 1823, and the trappers of the Rocky Mountain Fur Company live a brutal frontier life. Trapping beaver, they 

contend daily with the threat of Indian tribes turned warlike over the white men?s encroachment on their land, and other 

prairie foes --- like the unforgiving landscape and its creatures. Hugh Glass is among the Company?s finest men, an 

experienced frontiersman and an expert tracker. But when a scouting mission puts him face-to-face with a grizzly bear, 

he is viciously mauled and not expected to survive.

The Company?s a captain dispatches two of his men to stay behind and tend to Glass before he dies, and to give him the 

respect of a proper burial. When the two men abandon him instead, taking his only means of protecting himself --- 

including his precious gun and hatchet --- with them, Glass is driven to survive by one desire: revenge.

With shocking grit and determination, Glass sets out crawling inch by inch across more than three thousand miles of 

uncharted American frontier, negotiating predators both human and not, the threat of starvation, and the agony of his 

horrific wounds. In Michael Punke?s hauntingly spare and gripping prose, THE REVENANT is a remarkable tale of 

obsession, the human will stretched to its limits and the lengths that one man will go to for retribution.

Discussion Guide

1. While Michael Punke was reading a book about the American West, he discovered a snippet about Hugh Glass. 

Fascinated by Glass?s story, he began to study his life and times, research that would find its way into his novel, THE 

REVENANT. How does the fact that many of the characters were real historical figures affect your reading? Would the 

novel have been as compelling if it had been entirely fictional?

2. While we live in much different times than Glass, grizzly bear attacks are not unheard of. If you were in Glass?s 

position, how would you have reacted? Do you think you would have survived the attack? Is there anything that Glass 
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could have done differently?

3. After the bear attack renders Glass immobile and near death, the Captain asks his brigade for two volunteers to stay 

behind and tend to Glass until he passes. Bridger agrees to stay to ?salve his wounded pride,? and Fitzgerald stays solely 

for the extra money. Do you think Bridger?s reason to stay is any better than Fitzgerald?

4. Shortly after Glass is abandoned, he has a dream that he is attacked by a rattlesnake. When he wakes, he realizes it 

was just a dream, and he also discovers that his fever has broken. What could this dream represent?

5. As the novel progresses, Punke provides backstories for some of the central characters, including Glass, via flashback. 

We learn that Glass was once employed as a freighter captain for Rawsthorne & Sons?. After learning of his father?s 

death, Glass hops aboard a Spanish merchant ship to return to Philadelphia to tend to family matters. When the ship is 

captured by pirates, Glass decides that in order to survive he has little choice but to join the pirates. What does this 

action say about Glass? Even though he was held against his will, should he be considered a criminal?

6. Glass?s mother and finance died while he was held by the pirates, so with no real reason to return to the east, he joins 

the Rocky Mountain Fur Company on their venture into upper Missouri. Punke writes that Glass ?could not explain or 

articulate his reasons? for joining, and that his reason for joining ?was something that he felt more than understood.? 

What could this mean? What did ?The West? represent in America in Glass?s time? How has this representation 

changed over time?

7. During Glass?s time on the frontier, he is faced with many challenging situations. At several points, he has to do 

things that most of us living in twenty-first-century North America would find difficult, such as eating rodents and raw 

meat. Under the same circumstances do you think you would be able to eat rodents and raw meat? Are there any other 

things that Glass does in order to survive that twenty-first-century North Americans would find especially difficult?

8. Punke uses dreams as a device to gain insight into a character?s subconscious. Bridger has a dream that he is stabbed 

in the chest by a mysterious specter with the knife he stole from Glass. Who or what could this specter represent? Does 

Punke want readers to feel empathy for Bridger? If so, why?

9. At Fort Brazeau, Kiowa Brazeau shows Glass a map of Lewis and Clark?s explorations to which Kiowa has 

contributed details over the past decade. Punke tells us that ?the recurrent theme [of the map] was water.? Why were the 

locations of creeks and other water bodies so important?

10. Kiowa offers Glass a job at the fort, but Glass refuses. Kiowa tells Glass that he finds his quest for revenge to be a 

?bit of silly venture.? Do you agree? Do you think Glass would have been able to survive the frontier alone without his 

burning desire for revenge?

11. Glass has a respect for Native Americans that is unusual for a white man of this period. How would you describe 

Glass?s relationship with the Native Americans? What is it about Glass?s approach and personality that allows for the 

diplomatic interactions he has with most of the Native Americans he encounters?

12. While on the mission to mend ties with the Arikara, Lengevin, Glass and the rest of the crew are attacked by the 

Arikara. La Vierge is shot and his brother Dominique refuses to leave him. Glass feels he has no choice but to flee in 



order to ensure his own survival. Is his decision to leave the wounded behind any different from Fitzgerald?s and 

Bridger?s decision to leave him? If so, how?

13. When Glass finally manages to find Bridger at Fort Union, he immediately attacks him. However, Bridger does not 

fight back which compels Glass to end his assault. Why does Glass decide not to kill Bridger? Has Glass forgiven 

Bridger?

14. At Fort Atkinson Glass finally comes face-to-face with Fitzgerald. Glass, however, is not able to get the revenge he 

so desperately desires, as Major Constable decides that Fitzgerald will be tried in court. In the seemingly lawless 

frontier, a trial does seem odd, but is this move toward order and due process a positive and necessary one? Does 

Fitzgerald?s punishment fit his crime?

15. The novel closes with a conversation between Captain Henry and Bridger. Bridger asks the Captain for permission to 

join the group of men who are traveling over the Rocky Mountains. The Captain says he is free to go. Why do you think 

Punke gives the final scene to Bridger rather than Glass? 

Author Bio

Michael Punke is the author of several books, including THE REVENANT, a #1 New York Times bestseller and basis for 

the Academy Award?winning film. In his diverse professional career, Punke has served as the US ambassador to the 

World Trade Organization in Geneva, history correspondent for the Montana Quarterly, and an adjunct professor at the 

University of Montana. As a high school and college student, he worked summers as a living history interpreter at Fort 

Laramie National Historic Site in Wyoming. He lives with his family in Montana and is an avid outdoorsman.

Critical Praise

?The makings of a western classic, Michael Punke?s novel THE REVENANT provides muscle and sinew to the 

vengeful and epic tale of mountain man, Hugh Glass that even a sow Grizzly couldn?t rend asunder.?
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