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About the Book

When Glenda Burgess and Kenneth Grunzweig met in 1988, Kenneth had already lost two wives?the first in a fatal car 

crash, and then years later his second wife in a brutal murder for which Kenneth remained for many years the prime 

suspect.

What possesses a woman to fall in love with a man fourteen years her senior, with a troubled teenage daughter and a past 

shadowed with so much suspicion and misfortune? And why would a man who has loved and lost in such tragic ways 

take a chance on opening his heart to another woman, despite the odds?

Beautifully written and heart-wrenchingly honest, The Geography of Love is a poignant and unforgettable chronicle of 

a relationship that defies convention and survives the unthinkable.

Discussion Guide

1. In her memoir?s prologue, Glenda Burgess recalls the child-friendly explanation her father gave for shooting stars: 

?Just a bit of chance and chaos, Sunshine. Atoms that dance.? How do these images apply to love? Did this description 

of the universe prove true in her life?

2. Discuss the memoir?s title. What does it mean to create a geography of love, mapping and describing its features? 

Where was love ?located? for Glenda and Ken, both emotionally and on a map of the world? Which places and people 

have contributed most to your own geography of love?

3. What did Glenda?s parents teach her about being a spouse and a parent? How did her father?s downward spiral and 

her mother?s withdrawal affect her expectations of life?
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4. What accounts for the instincts that helped Glenda know Ken was her soul mate? What is the best way for a couple to 

know whether they are compatible? Should age differences matter? Besides chronology, how can age be measured in 

other ways, such as maturity and wisdom, or whimsy and innocence?

5. In what ways were Glenda and Ken both wounded souls when they met each other? What enabled them to forge such 

a deep trust? Is intense love always tempered by the equally intense risk of losing someone who means so much?

6. How did your impressions of Ken evolve throughout Geography of Love? How did the author?s storytelling style 

create a vivid portrait of herself and of her beloved? Which scenes from your life would best create a portrait of you and 

those you love?

7. What turning points were marked when Beckah?s true killer was identified? How had the lives of Ken, Jordan, and 

Glenda been affected by the shadow of that violent night, and the fact that the crime went unsolved for so many years? 

What theories had you formed about the murder while reading the memoir?s initial chapters?

8. What was your first reaction to Ken?s illness and diagnosis, as well as that of Glenda?s mother, Louise? How did their 

experiences compare to that of other cancer patients you have known about? What did Ken?s and Louise?s stories reveal 

to you about the wrenching imprecision of treating this disease?

9. Did Glenda?s siblings have anything in common with Ken?s? What role did extended family play in creating stability 

as well as instability on both sides? What is the best way to navigate the tensions and the sometimes overwhelming 

generosity of extended family that often arise in the midst of a severe health crisis?

10. Were you surprised to hear Louise?s version of events as she recalled her marriage? How did her perception of her 

past and her life compare to Glenda?s images of growing up? Who ?owns? the truth in the re-telling of a life?

11. Compounding the stress of Ken?s illness was the issue of health-care costs and insurance. As Glenda described the 

frantic tabulations regarding her husband?s coverage, what thoughts did you have about the economics of healthcare in 

America?

12. ?I had learned to pray all wrong,? the author writes in ?Ever You Fall.? ?Real prayer, I understood, functioned in a 

unity of situation and awareness, a commune between the head and the heart.? How does her experience of spirituality 

shift throughout the book? What do she and Ken express about spirituality and its relationship to the physical world?

13. Louise and Ken chose opposing forms of treatment for their cancer, debating these approaches at a diner when they 

gathered after weeks of estrangement. Which treatment approach would you have favored? What are the limits and 

benefits of modern medicine?

14. As his illness progressed, Ken saw the ghost of his first wife, Diana. How did you interpret that scene? What are 

your beliefs about the process of departing from life, and the potential for interaction with those who have died? What 

did it mean to Ken to see his first love again after so many years? How had he processed the experience of loving three 

very different women, at three very different points in his life?

15. How do the memoir?s closing images echo the words of the poem that forms the book?s epigraph? What did 



Campbell McGrath?s words signify to you?

Author Bio

 

Glenda Burgess is a winner of the Rupert Hughes Award for literary fiction, and a short story finalist for 
the New Century Writer Award.

Born in New Mexico, the daughter of a US Air Force Lt. Colonel in the Strategic Air Command, the author's first 

published work at the age of nine was printed in the Spokesman-Review newspaper for payment of one dollar.

The author graduated with distinction from Indiana University, Bloomington, with a B.A. in Political Science, also 

earning a Certificate in Women Studies --- the recipient of the 1978 Wendell L. Wilkie Distinguished Student Award in 

Political Science. Earning a Masters in Public Affairs (1980) from the University of Washington, the author was selected 

to serve as a Presidential Management Fellow --- a presitigious government executive program initiated under President 

Jimmy Carter.

After completing nearly a decade of government service on Capitol Hill and for the U.S. State Department in 

Washington DC, Ms. Burgess left government service to study creative writing. She attended writers workshops and 

seminars at the University of Washington, the University of California (Berkeley),the Creative Writing Program in 

Continuing Education at Stanford, the Maui Writers School, and the Aspen Writers Workshop to name a selected few.

Glenda Burgess's work engages in the complexities and mysteries of human passion, especially in the arts.
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Critical Praise

"Wrenchingly painful, but intensely affecting."
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